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The  imports  of  prunes  into  Germany  during  the  first  seven  months 
(July  to  January  j  of  the  present  fiscal  year  amounted  to  46,874,000  pounds, 
an  increase  of  airiest  10  per  cent  over  the  imports  during  the  correspond- 
ing period  in  1926-27,  according  to  statistics  received  in  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics.    Of  the  total  imports,  the  United  States  supplied 
53  per  cent  this  year  as  compared  with  39  per  cent  in  the  first  seven 
months  of  1926-27,  while  Yugoslavia  supplied  only  40  per  cent  of  the  Ger- 
man imports  during  this  period  as  against  56  -per  cent  in  1926-27.  The 
decline  in  the  takings  of  Yugoslav  prunes  is  in  line  with  early  estimates 
of  a  small  Yugoslav  crop,  forvarded  by  Acting  Agricultural  Commissioner 
L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin. 

PEXES:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  July  1926  to  January  1928 


Year  and  month 

1926-  27 

July   

August   

Sent ember   

October  

November   

December   

J  anuary   

Total  July  to  January 

February  

March   

April   

May  

June   

1927-  28 

July  

August   

September   

October   

November   

December   

January  a/   

Total  July  to  January 


:  United  States 

:  Yugoslavia 

:  Total 

'•     1,000  -pounds 

.*  1,000  pounds 

:  1.000  uounds 

:  4,547 

:  2,860 

:  3,127 

;  2,355 

1,599 

:  4,108 

.  :  1,612 

:  32 

t  1,719 

. :  731 

:  1,679 

!  2,662 

:  1.283 

:  5,^53 

:  7,285 

:  2,731 

:  4,532 

7,594 

3.171 

:  7.726 

11,174 

:  10.410 

:        23,331  : 

<±2.669 

:  3,046 

:          2,057  : 

5,412 

•  2,452 

i         1,210  ; 

3,811 

:  1,387 

:         1,013  : 

2,983 

2,019 

:          1,003  : 

5,099 

:  1.512 

1.778 

3.427 

4,617 

;       11,837  ; 

16,483 

:  2,615 

:             434  : 

3,136 

:  1,130 

144  : 

1,419 

!  1,385 

225  : 

1,637 

:          1,^18  ! 

!         1,300  : 

2,993 

:         4,715  : 

1,700  : 

6,605 

:        11.200  : 

3 . 100  : 

14.500 

:        27 , 130  : 

13,740  : 

46,874 

Source:  Monatliche  Uach^eise  uber  den  aus 
a/  January  1928  figures  pre 
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Increasing  activity  has  been  in  evidence  on  the  Harateurg  prune  market 
in  recent  veeks,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Bureau  of  .agricultural 
Economics  from  Acting  -agricultural  Commissioner  L.V.Steere  at  3erlin.  Only- 
small  ocean  shipments  are  reported  afloat  for  Hamburg.     Stocks  in  Bosnia  are 
practically  exhausted,  amounting  to  only -about  80  cars. 


In  commenting  on  the  situation  in  the  Hamburg  prune  market  during  Jan- 
uary, Consul  E-  Talbot  Smith  at  that  post  states  that  very  flourishing  business 
developed  for  goods  on  the  spot,  which  rere  extremely  limited,  and  for  the 
quantities  afloat,  with  a  resulting  increase  in  nrices.    The  activity  in  the 
market  "as  caused  largely  by  the  reduction  in  the  German  import  duty  on  prunes 
effective  as  of  Ueceraber  20,  1927.    Both  local  and  interior  dealers  had  with- 
held orders  pending  the  definite  establishment  of  the  reduction  in  the  duty  and 
as  a  result  their  stocks  ~ere  practically  exhausted.    Prices  for  small  fruit 
have  increased  pronort  ionacely  more  than  those  for  the  larger  sizes. 


CA1I-  3ZTi^  pr.UTZS:    Prices  at  Hamburg  at  end  of  January.  1928 


Size              '        Price  r>er 
:        100  pounds 

 r,  __   —  j  ,  —  

!             Size              J        Price  ner 

:        lon  -pounds 

:  Dollars 

30-40  i             7 . 27 

40  -  50   :  7.05 

50  -  60   :             6.32  : 

60  -  70   :  6.00 

;                                :  Dollars 
70  -  80   !  5.75 

:  90  -100   :  4.77 

'100  -120   :  4.42 

Business  in  California  prunes  packed  in  original  cases  at  the  end  of 
January  ^as  limited  to  very  narrov  bounds.    Prices  asked  in  California  rere 
considered  as  rather  high  and  interest  ras,  therefore,  confined  largely  to 
second  hand  offers,  quotations  uoon  Which  ^"ere  as  followgj 


Hamburg  C.I.F.  Prices .January  25,  on  New  California  Dipped  Prunes 
 (January  sj_j_____t  or  already  afloat)  


;ize 


Price  per 

100  pounds  a/ 


Size 


/rice  per 
100  -pounds 


40  -  50 
50  -  60 
60  -  70 


Dollar?; 
7.09 
6.59 
6.14 


70  -  80 
80  -  90 
90  -100 


a/  Packed  in  bo;ces  containing  25  nounds  net 


Dollars 
5.33 
5.09 
4.55 


Stocks  of  prunes  on  hand  in  Hamburg  on  January  15,  1928,  rere  as  follows: 
Oregon,  ^13  short  tons;  California,  3,363  short  tons;  and  3osnia,  218  short  tons 
These  stocks  included  those  already  sold  to  interior  dealers  but  not  yet  deliver 
ed.     This  '"a.s  nart icularly  true  of  California  prunes  as  it  v?as  difficult  to 
secure  offers  of  snot  fruit  during  the  last  two  ^-eeks  of  the  month. 
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April  2,  1926 


German  prune  rtorts 


: 


Prunes  noved  slowly  on  the  Hamburg  market  during  the  first  half  of 
March,  but  increasing  activity  has  been  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  inland 
markets  since  the  middle  of  the  month,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Acting  Agricul- 
tural Commissioner  L.  V.  Steere  in  Berlin.     Important  shipments  are  reported 
to  have  been  made  from  Hamburg  to  Danzig  and  Poland.    The  Quantities  afloat 
for  Hamburg  continue  small  and  prices  are  firm.    The  Yugoslavian  season  is 
about  ended  and  business  with  that  country  is  quiet.     Imports  of  prunes  into 
Germany  from  September  1,  ""1927  to  February  2°,  1923  amounted  to  34,713,000 
pounds  as  against  35,846,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  last 
season.    A  decline  of  64  per  cent  in  imports  from  Yugoslavia  was  offset  by 
an  increase  of  105  per  cent  in  imports  from  the  United  States,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


PRUNES:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  September  1926  to  February  1928 


Year  and  month 

'United  States 

Yugoslavia 

'Total  imports 

:  1.000  pounds 

.  1„000  -pounds 

1.000  rounds 

1926-27 

:        1,612  : 

32 

1,719 

:           781  : 

1,679  : 

2 , 652 

:        1,283  i 

5,453  : 

7,285 

:       2,731  ! 

4,532  ; 

7,594 

:       3,171  : 

7,726 

11,174 

:  3,046 

2.067 

5,412 

Total  Sent  ember  to  February 

:       12 . 624 

21,483 

35.346 

!  2,452 

1,210 

3,811 

{        1,887  : 

1,013 

2,986 

:  2,019 

1,003 

3,099 

:  1,512 

1,778 

3,427 

!  4,617 

11,837 

16,483 

:  2.615 

434 

3 ,  15  5 

1927-28 

:  1,180 

:  144 

1,419 

1,385 

225 

1,637 

:  1,418 

1,300 

2,993 

:  4,715 

:  1,700 

:  6,606 

:  11,140 

:  3,075 

i  14,558 

;  5,000 

1,400 

:  7.500 

Total  September  to  February 

:  25,338 

:  7,844 

:       34 , 7 13 

Source:    '[onatliche  ITachweise  uber  den  auswartigen  Handel  Deut schlands. 
a/  February  1928  figures  preliminary  by  cable  from  Acting  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Steere  at  Berlin. 
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FRAIICS  INCREASES  CUSTOMS  DUTY  ON  PRUNES 

The  new  French  customs  duty  on  prunes  will  have  a  varying  effect 
upon  imported  American  prunes,  defending  upon  the  size  of  the  fruit,  the 
method  of  racking  and,  possibly,  upon  whether  they  are  imported  for 
domestic  consumption  or  for  Teprocessing  and  re-export,  according  to  a 
report  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics from  Consul  Lucien  Memminger  at  3ordeaux.     The  new  rates,  which  vent 
into  effect  on  March  16,  provide  for  a  duty  of  80  francs  per  kilos 
($1,427  per  100  pounds)  for  all  prunes  of  whatever  size  packed  in  cases  or 
boxes.     For  prunes  otherwise  packed  (usually  undipped  prunes  in  sacks)  the 
new  rates  are:    80  francs  per  100  kilos  (§1.427  per  100  pounds)  for  prunes 
counting  80  or  less  per  500  grams,  and  60  francs  per  ICO  kilos  (S1.C7  T>er 
100  pounds)  for  prunes  counting  more  than  80  per  500  grams.     These  are  the 
so-called  minimum  rates  which  apply  to  imports  from  the  United  States  as 
well  as  to  imports  from  Yugoslavia,  the  other  principal  source  of  French 
imports.    The  general  tariff  is  double  these  minimum  rates-     The  minimum 
rates  represent  an  increase  over  the  old  rate,  which  ^as  20.4t0  francs  ier 
100  kilos  (SO. 364  per  100  pounds)  of  about  400  r>er  cent  for  all  nrunes 
packed  in  cases  and  for  unpacked  prunes  counting  80  or  less  per  500  grams 
and  of  about  300  per  cent  for  unpacked  prunes  counting  more  than  80  ner 
500  grams. 

Relation  of  new  duty  to  American  prur.e  sizes 

In  order  to  understand  the  significance  of  the  new  duties  as  they 
relate  to  sizes,  it  will  be  helpful  to  consider  the  relation  between  Amer- 
ican and  French  prune  sizes.    This  relationship  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


PRUNES:     Comparison  of  American  and  French  prune  si2;es 


French  si^as  per  pound 
of  500  trans' 

American  sizes  psr  pound 
:                      of  454  grams 

40/45 
50 /55 
60/55 
70/75 
30/35 
90/95 
,  100/105 
120/125 

r                             30  /40 
40/50 

;  50'/60 
:  60/70 
;  70/80 
:  80/90 
:  90/100 
*  100/110 

It  a;or,3ars  that,  on  the  French  size  basis,  80/85Ts  cciintitute  the 
largest  prunes  in  sacks  that  would  be  permitted  entry  at  the  rat e  of  60 
francs  pe  r  100  kilos  and  that  consequently  the  largest  prunes  on  the  Amer- 
ican size  basis  to  come  in  under  this  rate  would  be  approximately  70/30' s. 
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Effect  of  ne~  rates  on  imports  of  American  prunes  at  Bordeaux 

It  is  difficult  at  present  to  estimate  the  effect  of  the  new  rates 
upon  American  prune  imports,  states  Consul  Llemminger,  "because  of  the  newness 
of  the  legislation  and  because  the  present  is  a  dull  tine  of  the  year  in  the 
prune  trade.     It  seens  probable,  home-'er,  that  the  new  duty  will  have  a  some- 
what different  effect  on  the  prune  import  trade  at  Bordeaux  than  upon  the 
trade  at  other  French  ports,  particularly  Havre,  which  is  the  principal 
French  port  of  entry  for  American  -prunes. 

The  Bordeaux  region  serves  as  a  center  of  trade  for  Trench  prunes 
locally  packed  and  also  for  imported  -prunes.     The  latter  may  be  grouped 
generally  into  two  classes,  first,  the  packed  prunes  ^hich  are  distributed 
directly  to  consumers  in  France,  and  second,  the  undipped  prunes  in  sacks 
vrhich  are  utilized  by  the  Bordeaux  plants  for  reprocessing  and  re-export. 
Statistics  are  not  available  on  the  proportion  of  foreign  prunes  imported 
into  Bordeaux  in  cases  and  in  sacks,  but  some  estimates  place  the  proportion 
of  prunes  in  sacks  at  about  25  per  cent  of  the  total  prune  imports.  The 
total  imports  of  prunes  into  Bordeaux  in  1927  amounted  to  5,687,000  pounds, 
of  ^hich  the  United  States  furnished  5,548,000  as  compared  with  total  im- 
ports of  7,522,000  pounds,  of  ^hich  7,520,000  pounds  vere  American,   in  1926. 

The  French  production  of  large  and  medium  sized  prunes  has  not  been 
nearly  sufficient  for  French  commercial  needs  in  recent  years.     The  sizes  of 
boxed  prunes  principally  imported  from  the  United  States  are  stated  to  be 
40/50' s,  50/50Ts  and  50/70Ts,  but  there  is  usually  a  demand  for  other  sizes 
as  ^*ell.    With  reference  to  the  new  customs  rates  on  prunes  in  cases,  Consul 
'-'emminger  states  that  Bordeaux  merchants  take  the  view  that  the  additional 
tax  will  fall  most  heavily  upon  the  smaller  sized  prunes  since  the  larger  and 
more  expensive  prunes  in  cases  pay  no  more  duty  than  the  small  prunes  in 
cases. 

As  regards  the  prunes  imported  in  sacks  for  use  in  local  factories 
and  for  re-export  after  re-packing,  some  merchants  express  the  opinion  that 
the  nev:  rates  would  considerably  affect  this  industry  inasmuch  as  the  local 
firms  could  probably  not  obtain  their  material  at  as  low  prices  as  formerly 
and  consequently  would  be  obliged  to  increase  the  price  of  their  product  as 
offered  for  sale  in  foreign  countries.    Representations  are  being  made  to 
the  French  Government  for  duty  free  admission  of  foreign  prunes  imported 
solely  for  re-export  after  reprocessing  in  local  factories.  ,    In  other  words, 
the  French  customs  administration  is  reouested  to  grant  for  primes  the  same 
privilege  of  temporary  admission  unaer  permit  that  is  accorded  a  number  of 
other  commodities.    The  Bordeaux  prune  industry  ^ould  be  benefited  by  the 
granting  of  this  request  as  it  is  believed  that  such  an  arrangement  would 
tend  to  increase  the  importance  of  the  imports  of  undipped  prunes  at  Bor- 
deaux as  compared  with  the  quantities  formerly  received. 
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GERMAN  PRUNE  IMPORTS 


The  Hamburg  prune  market  continued  firm  during  the  first  half  of  April 
and  a  large  "business  ^as  d.°ne  in  boxed  prunes  with  the  inland  markets,  accord- 
ing to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Acting  Agricultural  Commissioner  I/.  V.  Steere  in  3erlin.  Pack- 
ers resumed  buying  during  the  first  two  V7eeks  of  the  month  but  mainly  from 
second  hands  since  direct  quotations  from  Calif ornia  v?ere  somewhat  higher. 
The  outlook  for  American  prunes  remains  favorable.     Imports  of  prunes  into 
Germany  from  September  1,"  1927  to  March  31,  1928  amounted  to  41,200,000  pounds 
as  against  38,657,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  last  season. 

PRUNES:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  September  1926  to  March  1928 


Year  and  month 


\  United  States 

\  Yugoslavia 

\  Total  imports 

:  1,000  pounds 

:1,CC0  pounds 

:  1.000  pounds 

:  1,612 

:  32 

:  1,719 

:  781 

:  1,679 

:  2,662 

:  1,283 

:  5,453 

:  7,285 

2,731 

:  4,532 

t  7,594 

!  3,171 

i  7,726 

:  11,174 

:  2,046 

:  2,067 

!  5,412 

:  2.452 

:  1.210 

:  3.811 

:  15.076 

22. 699 

38.657 

:  1,837 

1,013 

2,988 

:  2,019 

:  1,003 

3,099 

:  1,612 

1,778  : 

3,427 

;  4,617 

11,837 

16,483 

:  2.615 

434  : 

3, 136 

:          1,180  ! 

144  : 

1,419 

:         1,385  ! 

225  : 

1,637 

:         1,418  : 

1,300  : 

2,993 

:         4,715  : 

1,700  : 

6,606 

:        11,140  J 

3,075  : 

14,558 

:        5.846  : 

1,451  : 

7,587 

:         4 . 600  : 

1 . 500  : 

6.400 

:        30,284  ; 

9,395  ! 

41,200 

1926-  27 

September   

October   

November   

December   

January  

February  , 

March   

Total  September  to  March. 

April   

May  

June   

July  

August   

1927-  28 

September  

October   

Nov  embe  r  

December   

January   

February   

March  a/   

Total  September  to  March  .. 


Source:    Monatliche  Nach^eise  iiber  den  ausvrartigen  Handel  Dentschlands. 

a/  V!arch  1928  figures  preliminary  by  cable  from  Acting  Agricultural  Commissioner 

Steere  at  Berlin. 
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PREIICH  PRUNE  CROP  PBOSPECTS  ZOR  1928 


The  1928  prune  crop  in  the  Lot-et-Garonne  district  of  Prance  is 
not  expected  to  exceed  the  average  yearly  production  for  the  past  twelve 
years  of  about  7,000  short  t.ons,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul 
Lucien  Hemming er  at  Bordeaux,     This  would  mean  a  crop  larger  than  last 
year  but  not  as  large  as  the  crop  of  1926.     The  crop  thus  far  has  been 
adversely  affected  by  climatic  conditions.     Although  most  opinions  are 
Qualified  by  statements  that  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  estimate  the  1928 
crop  there,  it  is  the  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  blossoming 
has  not  occurred  under  the  best  of  conditions. 

Blossoming  began  this  year  about  March  18.     During  the  time  when 
flowering  was  talcing  place  some  violent  winds,  lasting  several  days,  caused 
important  quantities  of  flowers  to  fall  and  many  buds  were  knocked  off  by 
the  scraping  branches.     Heavy  rains  occurred  soon  after  the  wind  storms 
and  also  did  some  damage.     It  is  still  too  early  to  make  definite  predic- 
tions since  a  certain  proportion  of  the  fruit  may  fall  as  a  result  of 
attacks  by  insect  pests  and  plant  diseases  during  the  growing  season,  or 
by  intemperate  weather,   including  fogs,  storms,  hail,   etc.  However, 
there  is  rather  general  agreement  that  the  crop  will  not  be  abundant, 
states  Consul  Memminger. 

The  Prunes     d'Snte  crop  (dried  basis)  for  the  past  twelve  years, 
according  to  estimates  of  commercial  sources,  including  that  of  the  Cham- 
bre  Syndicale  des  Sxportateurs  de  Prunes,  has  been  as  follows: 


PRUNES:    Production  in  Prune  d'  Ente  area,  Prance,  1916  to  1927 


Year 

Product  ion 

;  Year 

Product  ion 

'       Short  tons 

Short  tons 

1916   

:  3,307 

:1922   

:  1,323 

1917   

11,023 

.1923   

20,393 

1918   

772 

1924   

5,512 

1919   ; 

7,716 

1925   

1,102 

1920   j 

12,125 

1926   : 

8,819 

1921  ■ 

6,834  : 

1927   : 

4,960 

■0 
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PRUIIS  CROP  SITUATION  DT  YUGOSLAVIA 


Latest  estimates  on  the  1928  prune  crop  of  Yugoslavia  confirm 


earlier  reports  that  the  prune  crop  and  the  exportable  surplus  of  dried 
prunes  Trill  be  beloT-  the  average  "but  above  the  low  crop  of  1927,  accord- 
ing to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 


tural Economics  from  American  Agricultural  Commissioner  Steere  in  Berlin. 
The  1927  exportable  surplus  of  dried  prunes  amounted  to  27,000  short  tons 
of  which  Servia  supplied  about  16,000  tons  and  Bosnia  11,000  tons. 

Following  a  very  satisfactory  bloom,  the  crop  this  year  was  some- 
what damaged  by  frost  which  caused  some  falling  of  the  fruit  in  both 
Servia  and  Bosnia.     In  addition  there  has  bee:   some  damage  by  insects. 

The  stocks  of  dried  prunes  in  Yugoslavia  and  of  slivovitz,  the 
native  prune  beverage,  are  low,  and  prices  of  slivovitz  are  at  a  high 
level.    The  exportable  surplus  of  dried  prunes  in  Yugoslavia  is  largely- 
determined  by  the  size  of  the  crop  and  the  supply  of  slivovitz.  The 
peasants  give  first  consideration  to  maintaining  the  supply  of  this 
native  beverage. 
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PROSPECTS  FOR  AMERICA  DRIED  PRUNES  IN  FRANCE  DURING1  1928 

Prospects  for  the  sale  of  American  dried  prunes  in  France  dur- 
ing 1928  will  depend  largely  on  the  size  of  the  French  and  Yugoslavian 
crops,  according  to  a  personal  canvass  of  Bordeaux  importers,  made  by 
Consul  Lucien  Wenninger,  the  results  of  uhich  have  just  been  received 
by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  In 
general,  importers  appear  to  be  optimistic  concerning  prospects  for 
1928,  although  some  doubt  is  expressed  as  to  the  possible  effects  of 
the  higher  import  duties.     A  summary  of  the  general  opinion  of  the 
Bordeaux  dried  prune  importers  regarding  prospects  for  the  1928  season 
follows: 

3y  reason  of  the  diminishing  production  of  French  prunes  in  the 
Lot-et-Garonne  there  is  a  constantly  increasing  market  for  California 
and  Oregon  prunes  in  France.     The  annual  consumption  of  prunes  in  J; ran 
is  estimated  at  from  16,500  to  22,000  short  tons,  and  as  the  French  pro- 
duction at  present  scarcely  exceeds  5,500  short  tons  per  annum, ^ foreign 
prunes,  especially  those  from  the  United  States,  must  be  brought  m  to 
make  up  the  ^^ficit. 

It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  trade  that  imports^of  ^ 
dried  prunes  "ill  regularly  tend  to  increase,  not  only  because  the  Frencn 
production  is  constantly  diminishing,  but  also  because  the  American  prunes 
are  obtaining  a  permanent  place  as  an  article  of  French  consumption. 
Some  doubt,  however,  is  expressed  as  to  the  likelihood  of  an  increase  m 
imports  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  French  duty  which  went  into 
effect  on  March  16.     (See  F«S,  P-51,  dated  April  12,  1928.) 

With  reference  to  conditions  affecting  the  market  for  dried  prunes 
in  France  this  season,  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  French 
crop.     (See  F.S.  P-53,  dated  May  28,  1928.)     If  the  Serbian  prunes  should 
be  auoted  this  year  at  a  lower  price  than  the  American,  a  repetition  of 
what  occurred  a  few  years  ago  is  expected,  namely  a  considerable  increase 
in  iniports  from  Serbia. 
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French  dealers  claim  that  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  sales  of 
American  prunes  in  the  French  markets  the  American  firms  would  do  well 
to  consider  the  following  suggestions,  according  to  the  Consul1  s  report! 

(a)  Instead  of  requiring  payment  against  documents  at  3  dayrs 
sight,  which  obliges  the  importer  to  pay  at  least  one  month  before  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  they  should  grant  facilities  for  payment  at  arrival 
of  the  steamer,  or  at  least  30  dayrs  sight  against  documents. 

There  should  be  the  least  possible  variations  in  the  market 
quotations  of  California  prunes. 

(c)  There  is  a  French  statistical  tax  per  case  for  imported  goods 
which  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  cases  and  not  on  the 
weight.     If  tT7o  cases  of  imported  prunes  were  bound  together  in  one  load, 
this  statistical  tax  vrould  be  cut  exactly  in  half. 

(d)  American  exporters  of  dried  prunes  should  understand  that 
Bordeaux  is  a  particularly  attractive  region  for  the  sale  of  unprocessed 
prunes  in  sacks  because  of  the  fact  that  there  are  a  number  of  local 
plants  which  use  undipped  prunes  for  re-processung  and  re-export. 
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gebman  PRUNE  IMPORTS 

Imports  of  prunes  into  Germany  during  May  amounted  to  3,500,000 
pounds  as  compared  with  3,099,000  pounds  during  May  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  from  Acting  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  Steere 
at  Beriin.    Reports  from  Hamburg  indicate  a  marked  upward  tendency  in 
prices  during  May,  but  very  little  business  was  transacted.     Total  im- 
ports of  prunes  into  Germany  from  September  1,   1927  to  May  31,  1928 
amounted  to  49,200,000  pounds  as  against  44,700,000  during  the  "^re- 
sponding period  last  year.     Of  that  amount  the  United  States  supplied 
72  per  cent  as  against  42  per  cent  last  year. 

PRUNES :     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  September  1926  tc  May  1928 


Year  and  month 


'United  States 


1926-27  ; 

September  ■ 

October  ; 

November  ; 

December   ; 

J  anuary  ; 

February  • 


March 
April 
May  .  . 


lt000  pounds 

1,612 
781 
1,283 
2,731 
3,171 
2,046 
2,452 
1,887 
2.019   


1,612 
4,617 
2,615 


j-otal  September  to  May  18,982 

June  : 

July  ; 

August   : 

1927-28 

September   ; 

Oct  ober  ; 

November  : 

December   : 

January  : 

February  : 

March   . .  : 

April  : 

May  a/  i 

Total  September  to  May  35,651 


1,180 
1,335 
1,418 
4,715 
11,140 
5,a45 
4,524 
3,043 
2.400 


Yugoslavia 


1T000  pounds 

32 
1,679 
5,453 
4,532 
7,726 
2,067 
1,210 
1,013 
1.003. 


24/715. 


1,778 
11,857 

434 


144 
225 
1,300 
1,700 
3,075 
1,451 
1,534 
1,396 
lt000 


11,825 


Total  imports 


1,000  pounds 


1 

2 
7 
7 

11 

5 
3 
2 
3 


44 


o 

16 

3 


1 
1 

2 
6 
14 
7 

6 
4 
3 


49 


719 

662 
285 
594 
174 
412 
811 
988 
nqq 


427 
483 
13  5. 


419 
637 
995 
606 
558 
587 
413 
518 
500 


231 


Source:    Monatliche  Nachweise  uber  den  auswartigen  Handel  Deutsch lands, 
a/  May  1928  figures  preliminary  by  cable  from  Acting  Agricultural  Com- 
missioner L,  V.   Steere  at  3erlin. 
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PRUNn;  MARKET  SITUATION  IN  GREaT  BRITAIN  AND  GERt IANY 
Great  3ritain 

Retailers  throughout  Great  Britain  are  loaded  up  with  che  ep  prunes 
and  stocks  are  not  moving  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  fresh  fruit 
available,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  E.  A.  Foley,  the  American  Agri- 
cultural Commissioner  at  London.    The  economic  depression  and  conseauent 
low  purchasing  power  in  many  industrial  areas  has  also  been  a  factor  in 
the  slow  demand  for  prunes.    Buyers,  therefore,  are  intentionally  holding 
up  the  placement  of  orders  for  new  California  stock  and  the  market  is  very 
slow. 

Buyers  consider  the  opening  prices  quoted  by  California  shippers 
as  too  high.     Last  year  the  season  opened  with  prices  ranging  around  $10.95 
per  100  lbs.,  but  soon  dropped  to  $9.01  and  then  to  37.55  per  100  lbs. 
Brokers  have  been  advised  that  the  new  crop  in  California  is  large.  For 
that  reason  they  are  waiting  for  prices  to  drop  to  a  level  which  will 
permit  of  retail  sales  at  12rf  per  lb.    Prices  on  old  crop  prunes  are 
lower  in  London  than  in  the  United  States.     Spot  prices  on  sizes  30/40fs 
are  now  around  §11.20  per  100  lbs.     The  California  Quotations  c.i.f.  London 
on  30/40's  is  39.49  per  100  lbs.  to  which  must  be  added  31-70  for  duty 
and  74^  for  landing  charges,  bringing  the  total  up  to  311.93  per  100  lbs. 

Stocks  of  California  and  Oregon  prunes  in  London  on  June  50,  1928, 
amounted  to  82,928  half  cases  as  compared  with  103,516  half  cases  on 
June  30  last  year,  and  51  ,148  half  cases  on  June  50,  1926.    Prices  quoted 
by  London  jobbers  on  July  6  were  as  follows: 

Size  Per  100  lbs-  Size  Per  100  lbs. 

30/40    311.56  60/70    59.98 

4C/50    10.96  70/80    9.25 

50/60    10.48 

Ge  many 

The  recent  lowering  of  prices  on  offerings  of  new  crop  prunes  from 
Yugoslavia  has  caused  the  trade  in  Hamburg  to  adopt  a  waiting  attitude  in 
placing  contracts  for  purchases,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  L.  V. 
Steere,  Acting  .Agricultural  Commissioner  in  Berlin,    Prune  stocks,  however, 
are  very  moderate  and  the  trade  -anticipates  a  sat isf actory  demand  for 
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prunes  during  the  year. 

Prune  crop  prospects  in  Yugoslavia  are  slightly  improved  as  a  re- 
sult of  recent  reductions  in  dropping,  "but  the  crop  outlook  is  still  un- 
certain.   The  high  quotations  from  California  and  the  uncertainty  of  crop 
conditions  in  Yugoslavia  are  "both  tending  to  restrict  sales  of  ne^  crop 
prunes-    Mr.  Steere  considers  the  present  market  level  as  sound,  however, 
and  does  not  anticipate  any  further  veakening  in  prices.     On  the  contrary, 
he  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  nay  "be  some  improvement  in  prices  as  soon 
as  the  trade  gains  confidence  and  understands  that  California  e^orters 
intend  to  remain  firm. 
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Yugoslavia 

The  Yugoslavian  exportable  surplus  of  prunes  for  1928  is  being  esti- 
mated "by  some  members  of  the  trade  in  Germany  at  the  usual  figure  of  approx- 
imately 50,000  short  tons,  but  reports  fron  other  creditable  sources  indicate 
that  the  crop  will  be  somewhat  beloT?  the  average,  according  to  a  cable  re- 
ceived in  the  Foreign  Sen- ice  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
Acting  Agricultural  Commissioner  Steere  at  Berlin.    The  latter  opinion  is 
strengthened -by  the  fact  that  the  hot  weather  prevailing  in  the  prune  districts 
of  Yugoslavia  during  July  is  ejected  to  cause  considerable  falling  of  the 
fruit.    As  a  result  prune  prices  in  Valjevo  increased  at  the  end  of  July  to 
about  4  cents  per  pound  normal  Garniture.    Prices  in  Valjevo  on  iingust  5  last 
year  were  around  4.7  cents  per  pound.    Recent  reports  from  Yugoslavia  indicate 
that  the  proportion  of  the  larger  sizes  in  the  new  crop  will  probably  be  small- 
er than  expected  because  of  the  drought.     Stocks  of  carryover  prunes  are  negli- 
gible in  Yugoslavia  and  stocks  of  prime  brandy  are  below  normal,  states  I'.r. 
Steere. 


j  ranc  e 


Reports  received  from  the  Prunes  dTEnte  growing  district  in  Prance  are 
mostly  pessimistic  regarding  the  size  of  the  1928  crop  because  of  the  damage 
done  by  the  excessive  rain  and  cold  leather  during  the  early  part  of  the  sea- 
son, according  to  Consul  Lucien  I lemming er  at  Bordeaux.     Instead  of  an  average 
crop  of  about  7,000  short  tons  as  at  first  expected,  the  general  concensus  of 
opinion  at  the  present  time  is  that  the  crop  will  range  from  2,500  to  3,000 
short  tons.     This  would  be  considerably  beloT'  the  crop  last  year,  which  amount- 
ed to  5,000  short  tons,  and  wculd  be  the  smallest  yield  since  1925. 

During  the  month  of  June  and  the  first  two  weeks  of  July  warm,  sunny 
weather  prevailed  throughout  the  Prance  prune  district.     This  has  been  favor- 
able to  the  development  of  the  fruit  and  the  plums  are  now  well  rounded  and 
present  a  good  appearance  as  to  size  and  quality.    The  present  prospects, 
therefore,  are  for  a  good  proportion  of  large  sized,  r^ell  sugared  fruit. 

Some  contracts  have  been  placed  for  new  crop  California  and  Oregon  prunes 
for  December  delivery,  states  Consul  liemminger.    Prices  recently  quoted  on  new 
crop  Santa  Clara  prunes  offered  c.i.f.  Bordeaux,  duty  net  paid,  are  considerably 
higher  than  opening  prices  quoted  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  last  year  and 
for  that  reason  the  tendency  in  buying  has  been  conservative.    The  extent  to 
?rhich  the  new  import  duties  on  prunes  v:ill  affect  imports  into  Prance  this  sea- 
son can  not  be  ascertained  as  yet.     Some  merchants  express  the  opinion  that  be- 
cause of  the  increased  cost  of  prunes  in  the  French  market  the  domestic  con- 
sumption may  be  reduced.     Other  dealers,  however,  are  of  the  opinion  that  be- 
cause of  the  expected  short  crop  of  other  fruits,  ^"ith  the  possible  exception 
of  apples,  there  should  be  a  very  good  demand  for  prunes  this  year. 
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during  June,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  T,  H.  3evan  of  Hamburg.  There 
were  practically  no  n&r  contracts  placed  with  California  shippers  for  1927 
stock.     Considerable  sales  of  California  nev  crop  prunes  v:er&  effected  dur- 
ing the  last  neek  of  June  and  fche  first   ten  days*  of  July,  horsier,  by  medium 
of  the  smaller  shippers  and  at  advancing  prices.     After  July  10  the  demand 
for  new  stock  prunes  quieted  and  sales  since  than  have  beer,  negligible •  ^arCr~ 
burg  prune  stocks  on  July  15  were  as  follows:    Oregon  379  short  tons?  Cali- 
fornia 2,954  tons,  and  3osnia  47  tons.    The  following  table  gives  the^  im- 
ports of  prunes  int )  Germany  during  the  first  ten  months  of  the  1926-27 
and  1927-28  seasons. 

PRUNES:    Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  September  1926  to  June  1928 


Year  and  month 


United  States 


1926-  27  • 

September  : 

October  ; 

November  : 

December   : 

J anuary  ,  : 

February   : 

March   : 

April   : 

Way   : 

June   l 

Total  September  to  June 

July  : 

August   j_ 

1927-  28  : 

September  : 

October  ; 

November   ' 

December   I 

January   I 

February   : 

March   t 

April   : 

May   : 

June  a/   J 

Total  September  to  June  J 


1.000  -pounds 

1,612 
781 
1,283 
2,731 
3,171 
2,046 
2,452 
1,867 
2,019 
1.612 


:  20.594 


4,617 
2,615 


1,1?0 
1,385 
1,418 
4,715 
11,140 
5,846 
4,524 
3,043 
2,369 
4,600 


40,220 


Source:    lionatliche  llachveise  ilber  den  aus 
a/  June  1928  figures  preliminary  by  cable  f 
L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin.  __q  


Yugoslavia 


lt0"0  pounds 

32 
1,679 
5,453 
4,532 
7,726 
2,067 
1,210 
1,013 
1,003 
1.776 


26.493 


11,837 

434 


144 
225 
1,300 
1,700 
3,075 
1,451 
1,534 
1,396 
986 
800 


12,611 


Total  imports 


1,000  pounds 

1,719 

2,662 
7,285 
7,594 
11,174 
5,412 
3,811 
2,988 
3,099 
5  ,427 


4  9. 171. 


16,483 
3.136 


1,419 
1,637 
2,993 
6,606 
14,558 
7,587 
6,413 
4,518 
3,479 
5,500 


54,710 


artigen  Hardel  Deut schlands . 
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YUGOSLAV  PZXTZ  SURPLUS         HA13T3RG  PP.U1TZ  .'ARXZT 


The  exportable  surplus  of  Yugoslav  prunes  is  now  estimated 
at  3.20C  to  3",  500  carloads  of  10  metric  tons  (35*000  to  38,500 
short  tons),  according  to  cable  received  in  the  Zoreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Acting  Agricultural  Com- 
missioner L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin.    These  figures  represent  a  reduc- 
tion from  previous  estimates  caused  by  drought  and  drooping,  The 
price  of  prunes  at  Valjevo  on  August  27  ranged  around  U  cents  per 
pcu  i  for  garniture.    A  garniture  consists  of  a  .mixed  shipment  con- 
taining sizes  30/85  to  110/120.    Sizes  60/65  ^  7°/75  are  not 
quoted  as  practically  none  are  expected  on  account  ©f  the  drought. 

Prune  dealers  in  Hamburg  continued  to  buy  large  quantities 
of  California  prunes  and  did  an  active  business  with  interior  German 
markets  and  foreign  countries,  according  to  Mr.  Steere.    Prices  re- 
mained firm.     Yugoslav  prunes  -ere  neglected.     Some  Yugoslav  shippers 
are  reported  to  be  buying  back  contracts  because  of  the  outlook  for 
short  supplies.     Hamburg  stocks  on  August  15 »  as  compared  with  August 
15,  1327, in  parenthesis,  were  as  follows:     California  3>c^°  (l»°°9)» 
Oregon  234  (none  reported),  Yugoslav  37  (2U7). 

In  a  later  cabled  report  American  Consul  Bevan  at  Hamburg  states 
the  turnover  of  spot  California  prunes  was  satisfactory  in  August 
with  prices  unchanged.    Business  in  new  crop  California  prunes  im- 
proved during  the  last  part  of  August  and  prices  advanced.     l>.o  new 
crop  Oregon-Washington  prunes  were  offered-     Yugoslav  prunes  con- 
tinued to  be  neglected,  states  Consul  Bevan. 
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Stocks  of  prunes  in  both  Hamburg  and  London  declined  steadily 
with  a  corresponding  advance  in  spot  prices  during  the  month  of 
September,  according  to  cables  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    While  business  in  new  crop  Yugoslav 
and  California  prunes  has  not  yet  developed  on  a  large  scale,  the  trade 
in  both  Hamburg  and  London  is  expected  to  settle  down  on  an  advanced 
price  basis  during  October.    According  to  the  latest  reports,  the  Yugo- 
slav exportable  surplus  of  prunes  is  now  estimated  at  35,000  short  tons. 
The  exportable  surplus  last  year  amounted  to  about  27,000  short  tons. 
The  French  Prune  d'Bnte  crop  is  still  being  estimated  at  from  2,500  to 
3,000  short  tons,  as  compared  with  5,000  short  tons  last  year. 

The  Yugoslav  campaign  opened  on  September  21  with  small  deliver- 
ies, according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  Stecre  at  Berlin. 
These  were  soon  increased  and  as  a  result  the  market  during  the  last 
part  of  September  weakened  somewhat.     Contrary  to  earlier  reports  pres- 
ent indications  point  to  at  least  some  larger  size  ;.runes  from  Yugoslavia 
this  year,  states  lir.  Steere, 

Consul  Bevan  at  Hamburg  reports  that  business  in  new  crop  pruunes 
is  unstsft&y  but  that  the  market  is  ^ansidered  sound  at  the  prevailing 
l^rices  and  that  quotations  are  expecteu.  to  rise  as  soon  as  new  crop  buy- 
ing begins  on  a  larger  scale.    Hamburg  prune  stocks  at  the  end  of  Sept- 
ember were  %s  follows:    Oregon  17  short  toh§;  California  2,725  short  tons, 
and  Bosnian  64  short  tons.    Spot  prices  advanced  considerably  during 
September  as  a  result  of  decreasing  stocks. 

Spot  prices  in  London  advanced  considerably  during  September  as 
a  result  of  decreasing  stocks,  according  to  a  cable  fr cm  Mr.  Edwin 
Smith,  Fruit  Specialist  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  London. 
Crders  during  September  were  held  back  somewhat  because  of  the  uncertain- 
ty of  prices.     The  trade  was  also  affected  during  the  month  by  the  re- 
selling of  prunes  contracted  at  earlier  lower  prices.    These  wore  being 
sold  during  September  at  prices  lower  than  the  current  c.i.f.  quotations. 
Business  during  October,  however,  is  expected  to  settle  down  on  an  ad- 
vanced price  basis.     Stocks  in  London  at  the  end  of  September  amounted 
to  627  tons  as  against  681  tons  at  the  end  of  August  and  849  tons  at  the 
end  of  September  1927. 
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rHE  1929  PRUNE  D'ENTE  SITUATION  117  FRANCS 


The  1928  French  crop  of  Prunes  d'Ente  is  now  placed  at  1,323 
short  tons  on  a  dried  basis,  according  to  a  report  dated  October  11  and 
just  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  3ureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Consul  Lucien  Memiainger  at  Bordeaux-     The  fruit  was  well 
sugared  with  a  good  proportion  of  medium  sizes  as  well  as  of  large  sizes, 
the  percentage  of  wastage  in  drying  having  been  very  small.     The  1928 
crop  has  nearly  all  been  sold  from  the  regional  markets  and  has  reached 
the  packers  and  wholesale  merchants.     The  reasons  for  the  small  crop  this 
year  were  unfavorable  conditions  during  the  period  of  blossoming,  and 
excessive  heat  and  drought  during  the  summer. 

Demand  for  American  Prunes 

In  view  of  the  needs  of  the  French  market  for  increased  quantities 
of  imported  prunes  this  year  because  of  the  shortage  in  the  French  crcp, 
the  local  demand  for  American  prunes  has  been  very  active.  Important 
consignments  of  1927  crop  California  prunes  have  arrived  during  the 
summer  and  some  very  satisfactory  orders  were  given  for  American  prunes 
of  the  1926  crop,  a  good  part  of  which  will  be  received  by  a  direct 
steamer  from  San  Francisco  <.7hich  left  there  at  the  end  of  September  and 
is  due  to  arrive  at  Bordeaux  early  in  November.    It  is  reported  that 
sufficient  cargo  may  be  found  for  another  direct  sailing  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  during  October,    '..hile  these  cargoes  include  other  goods  besides 
prui.es,  the  latter  make  up  an  important  part  of  the  consignments  on  the 
direct  steamers.    Pacific  Coast  dried  fruits  are  also  received  by  tran- 
shipment at  Havre  and  small  quantities  come  in  directly  from  New  York. 

Im,:  or t  s  of  pr une s 

The  following  table  shows  the  Bordeaux  imports  of  prunes,  during 
the  nine  months  period  ending  September  30,  1927  and  1928: 

 PRUNES.     Imports  into  Bordeaux,  January-September.  1927  and  1926   


Country  of  origin 

January  -  September 
1927 

January  -  September 
■  1928 

Quantity 

:              Quant  i  ty  

Pounds 

Pounds 

3,227,567 

:  4,879,491 

Netherlands  . .  „ «  ,   : 

116,845 

11,023  : 

6,614  : 

6,173 

1,028,897 

2.205  : 

3,364,254  : 

5,914,561 

P-62 
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Although  the  prices  being  quoted  on  October  11  for  Santa  Clara 
prunes,  c.i.f.  3ordeaux,  duty  not  paid,  are  higher  than  those  prevail- 
ing at  the  sar.e  date  last  year,  considerable  business  has  been  trans- 
acted.   The  effect  of  the  increased  French  duties  a/  on  foreign  prunes 
has  not  been  sufficiently  great  to  prevent  an  increase  of  business  this 
year,  partly  induced  by  the  shortage  of  the  domestic  crop.    ITo  prices 
are  being  quoted  as  yet  for  the  nev?  crop  French  Prunes  d'Snte,  packing 
of  which  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

Prices  of  Serbian  'prunes 

The  following  are  stated  to  be  price  quotations  on  Serbian  prunes 
as  made  to  a  Bordeaux  firm  by  a  Yugoslavian  exporter,  these  prices  being 
for  prunes  in  sacks,  transit  at  Ilodane,  the  frontier  station: 

Dollars 

French  sizes  per  ICO  pounds 

70/75  7.07 

60/65  6.27 

95/100  4. 98 

110/120  4.09 

To  arrive  at  the  price  of  these  prunes  delivered  at  Bordeaux  and 
offered  for  sale  in  cases,  it  is  necessary  to  add  62  cents  per  100  pounds 
for  transport,  and  71  cents  per  100  pounds  for  packing  into  cases. 

a/  See  Foreign  Service  report  P-51,  dated  April  12,  1926,  for  discussion 
of  French  tariff  on  prunes. 
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PRUNE  LlaRKST  SITUATION  IL  ILLUBIBG  AMD  LONDON 


The  Hamburg  spot  market  for  prunes  is  more  active  and  firm,  according 
to  a  cable  received  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin 
under  date  of  November  1.     Shipments  to  consuming  centers  are  reported  on 
the  increase  with  unsold  supplies  small.     It  is  expected  that  the  trade 
will  soon  be  forced  to  make  new  purchases  of  California  stock.     Stocks  in 
Hamburg  on  October  15  were  as  follows:    Oregon  96  short  tons,  California 
1,769  tons  and  Bosnian  46  tons. 

A  report  from  Consul  General  Ravndal  at  Hamburg  indicates  that  while 
the  prune  market  situation  in  that  market  changed  very  little  during  October, 
business  was  satisfactory  and  prices  increased  somewhat.     Business  with 
California  remained  rather  small  because  California  quotations  were  above 
the  Hamburg  levels.    The  trade  is  of  the  opinion,  however,  thit  only  a  small 
revival  of  inland  demand  is  needed  to  raise  Hamburg  prices  to  the  California 
level.    Business  in  Yugoslav  prunes  was  very  quiet  according  to  the  Consul 
General . 

P.eliable  private  estimates  recently  received  place  the  Yugoslav  prune 
surplus  this  year  at  only  2,5J0  cars  (27,500  short  tons)  but  with  sizes 
better  than  at  first  expected,  according  to  Agricultural  Commissioner  Steere. 
It  is  estimated  at  present  that  5  per  cent  of  the  crop  will  consist  of 
70/75' s,  20  per  cent  of  60/65' s  and  40  ger  cent  of  95/100' s.    The  balance 
of  the  crop  will  consist  of  the  smaller  sizes.    The  outlook  for  the  smaller 
exportable  surplus  from  Yugoslavia  has  resulted  in  an  upward  tendency  in 
prices.    Because  of  this  price  tendency,  Yugoslav  sales  are  being  m^de  only 
in  markets  where  Yugoslav  prunes  are  preferred  or  where  California  stock  is 
not  yet  available,  states  Mr.  Steere. 


The  spot  market  for  dried  prunes  in  London  is  active  but  trading  for 
future  delivery  is  slow,  according  to  a  c^ble  received  from  Mr-  Edwin  Smith, 
the  Department's  Fruit  Specialist  in  Europe.    Brokers  claim,  however,  that 
a  small  amount  of  renewed  interest  has  been  in  evidence  during  the  first 
few  days  of  November,  particularly  since  the  first  arrivals  of  the  new  crop. 
Stocks  of  prunes  in  London  on  October  31  totaled  451  short  tons  as  compared 
with  627  short  tons  at  the  end  of  September  and  718  short  tons  on  October 
31,  1927,  according  to  reports  of  the  London  Dried  Fruit  Association. 
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German  prune  Imports 

German  imports  of  prunes  during  1327-28  amounted  to  74,614,000  pounds 
as  compared  with  68,790,000  pounds  in  1926-27.     Imports  from  the  United 
States  increased  by  over  100  per  cent  ^vhile  those  from  Yugoslavia  declined 
by  more  than  100  per  cent.    The  United  States  during  the  p^st  season  sup- 
plied 77  per  cent  of  the  total  and  Yugoslavia  21  per  cent. 


Prunes:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,   September  to  August, 

1926-27  and  1927-28 


Year  and  month 

:    United  States 

:  Yugoslavia 

:    Total  imports 

:    1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

1926-27 

September  .  .  . 

:  1,612 

32 

1,719 

OctODer  .... 

:  731 

1,679 

2 , 662 

November     .  .  . 

!  1,283 

5,453 

7,285 

DeceTiOer    .   .  . 

:  2,731 

4,532 

7,594 

January  .... 

:  3,171 

7,725 

11,174 

February     .  .  . 

:  2,046 

2,067 

5,412 

March  ..... 

:  2,452 

1,210 

3,611 

April  ..... 

:  1,887 

1,013 

2,988 

May  

:  2,019 

1,003 

3,099 

June  

:  1,612 

1,778 

3,427 

J^u-y  

!  4,617 

11,837 

16,483 

August  .... 

:  2,615 

434 

3,136 

Total     .   .  . 

26,826 

38.764 

68.790 

1927-28  i 

September  .   .   .  : 

1,180 

144 

1,419 

October  .   .  .   .  : 

1,385 

225 

1,637 

November    .  .  •  : 

1,416 

1,300 

2,993 

December     .   .   .  : 

4,715 

1,700 

5,606 

January  .  .  .  .  : 

11,140 

3,075 

14,558 

February    .  .  .  : 

5,846 

1,451 

7,587 

March  : 

4,524 

1,534 

6,413 

Apri  1  : 

5,043 

1,396 

4,518 

•    May  : 

2,369 

986 

3,479 

June 

4,736 

744 

5,539 

July 

5,288 

1,959 

7,306 

August     .    .    .   .  : 

11,718 

802 

12,559 

Total     .    .   .  : 

57.364 

 z  n  

15,316 
 _  

74,614 

Source:    Monatliche  Kachweise  uber  den  auswartigen  Handel  Beutschl-nds. 
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t:-:e  frune  :.:arket  situation  in  Yugoslavia  aits  Germany 


Yugoslavia 

Prune  prices  in  Yugoslavia  axe  declining,  according  to  a  cable  just 
received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
from  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin.     Belgrade  quota- 
tions on  November  27  for  garniture  ranged  from  $3.73  to  $3.39  per  100 
pounds.    Prices  on  sizes  80/55 's  ranged  from  $4.71  to  $4.79.  Supplies 
of  Yugoslav  prunes  still  for  sale  are  relatively  small.     Heavy  exports 
of  fresh  prunes  were  a  considerable  factor  in  reducing  the  surplus  of 
dried  prunes  in  Yugoslavia  this  year. 

H^T.burg 

Consul  General  G.  3.  Ravndal  at  Hamburg  has  advised  the  Berlin 
office  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that  prices  in  Hamburg  are  still 
below  the  California  parity ,  notwithstanding  seme  further  increase.  Sales 
to  inland  markets  are  stated  to  be  lower  than  anticipated,  but  the  trade 
continues  to  expect  an  improvement  in  the  demand.    Llr.  Ravndal  states  that 
Yugoslav  prunes  remain  neglected,  due  largely  to  the  disappointing  qual- 
ity of  the  fruit . 

Stocks  cf  prunes  in  Hamburg  on  November  15,  1928,  were  considerably 
larger  than  on  November  15,  1927.     Stocks  of  California  prunes  totaled 
3,245  short  tons;  Yugoslav  433  short  tons  and  Oregon  71  short  tons.  Stocks 
on  hand  on  November  15,  1927  amounted  to  only  982  short  tons  of  Californian, 
193  short  tons  of  Yugoslav  and  ICO  short  tons  of  Oregon.     (See  table  on 
Eamburg  stocks  or.  page  2.) 

Imports  of  prunes  into  Germany  during  September  and  October,  the 
first  two  months  of  the  1928-29  season,  amounted  to  7,011,000  pounds  as 
compared  with  3,056,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  t^o  months  last 
season,  according  to  Mr.  Steere.  Of  that  amount  the  United  States  this 
year  supplied  82  per  cent  as  against  84  per  cent  last  year.  Yugoslavia 
supplied  17  per  cent  this  year  as  against  12  per  cent  during  the  same 
period  last  year. 
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PHONES:    Stocks  in  Hamburg  on  15th  of  month,  1925-27,  1927-28,  and 


first  three  months  of  1923-29 


Season  and  month 

:  Oregon 

:  California 

:  Bosnian 

:  Human i an 

:  Short  tons 

;  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

192b-2  r 

September   

> 

:  3,318 

:  202 

:  78 

October   

■  — 

:  2,097 

:  155 

:  50 

November   

>  — 

:  2,019 

:  1,214 

:  34 

December   

»  — 

!  1,112 

1  1,455 

'r  401 

J anuary   

— 

1 , 052 

:  2,401 

:  205 

February   

:  589 

1,567 

S  1,854 

:  20 

March   

',  908 

1  1,647 

:  1,263 

:  19 

April  

1,192 

:  1,720 

:  873 

14 

May   

;  994 

1,341 

r  779 

:  64 

June   

t       510  : 

1,dd0  i 

ol3 

July   : 

2o2  , 

1,871  : 

"ICO 

1           ooo  : 

1 

.August   

C/V7  < 

1, /Do  1 

Do  • 

inn   no  . 

September   

500  3 

l     r  c  A  i 

1,564  i 

DO  ! 

Oct  obe  r   ; 

«jo  (  ! 

D»j  J 

1  Q 

lb 

November   ; 

100  \ 

9a2  : 

19v3 

December   ' 

ci ,  4fc  lit  J 

££f±  ! 

January   : 

913  : 

3,363  ! 

212  : 

f  — 

February   : 

482  J 

3,761  i 

282  : 

— 

March  : 

401  : 

4,037  : 

3o4  : 

— 

April   : 

508  : 

3,632  ! 

998  : 

May   : 

359  : 

2,869  : 

208 

- 

June   : 

316  : 

4,408  J 

148  : 

July  

379  ! 

2,954  : 

47  ; 

August   : 

234  j 

3,006  : 

87  ! 

1928-29  : 

September   : 

212  : 

2,726  ; 

:            64  \ 

October   : 

106  : 

1,950  : 

51 

November   : 

78  ; 

3 , 245  : 

486 

Source:  "Hamburg  Dried  Iruit  Importers  Association"  and  forwarded  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  American  Consulate  at  Hamburg. 


P-64 


-  3  - 


PRUNES:     Imports  into  Germany,  by  months,  September,  1927 

to  October,  1928 


Year  and  month 

:  United  States 

:  Yugoslavia 

:  Total  imports 

1,000  pounds 

:  1.000  pounds 

:  1,000  oounds 

1927-23 

September   

:  1,180 

:  144 

:  1,419 

October   

:  1,385 

i  225 

:  1.637 

*  -   

Total  for  two  months 

t  2,565 

:  369 

:  3,056 

November   

:  1,418 

:  1,300 

:  2,993 

December   

4,715 

:  1,700 

:  6,606 

J  anuary   

11, 1^0 

:'  3^075 

:  14,558 

February   

5.845 

:  1,451 

:  7,587 

March   

:  4,524 

1,534 

6,413 

April   

3,043 

1,396 

:  4,518 

L£ay   ' 

2,369 

936 

3,479 

June   

4,738 

f  744 

5,539 

July   

5,288 

1,959  ; 

7,306 

August   

11.718  ; 

802 

12.559 

1928-29.  : 

September   : 

4,656  : 

1,145 

5,843 

Oct  ober  a/   J 

1.124  ; 

44 

1.163 

Total  for  two  months 

5,780  : 

1,189 

7,011 

Source:  Monatliche  ITachweise  uber  den  Aus^&rtigen  Kandel  Deut schlands . 


a/  Preliminary  figures  received  by  cable. 
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